'remittance economy' whereby they supplement their families' income after they have covered their own expenses such as food, bus fare, and job-related costs such as shoeshine wax. In some cases they are not admitted into their homes until a quota of income has been met (Lusk, 1988) .
A segment of children in the street will develop toward the third category: children of the street. Boys and girls who are of the street have made this locale their primary environment. They are children who were either orphaned, abandoned by their parents, or more commonly have run away from their families. More than just a workplace, the street has become their 'home' and it is where their values are shaped into a 'street ethic'. In this context the kids are being reared utterly outside the two most important institutions of socialization: the family and the school (Lusk, 1988) .
Mexican street children
The Mexican economic recession that followed the collapse of the Mexican Peso in 1994 has had an adverse impact on families (Chanuvilana, 1995) . Two-thirds of working Mexicans earn US$3-6 a day each; to satisfy a family's basic needs requires $18 a day. Of Mexico's 90 million inhabitants, 47 percent are under 18 years of age and 40 percent live below the poverty line. Of those living below the poverty line, 17 percent live in extreme poverty, according to a report by the Mexican Collective in Support of Children (Chanuvilana, 1995) . These economic conditions are factors which contribute to the existence of street children in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. Most workers in Juárez work at the minimum wage or below. This standard will not support a family, particularly one with four or five children. Consequently, many households in Juárez attempt to improve income by inserting more than one worker into the labor market (Lusk et al., 1989) . In many cases, the extra workers are children.
Street children are a predictable sight in the scenery of Juárez. They can be seen selling, begging, or performing on the international bridges connecting the United States and Mexico. Children under such circumstances receive minimal or no adult supervision or protection. They are exposed to the hazards of their physical and social environments, thereby facing the risks of living or working in the elements, and of being victimized by adults or other youngsters. Life on the streets can be characterized by hunger, violence, marginal employment, and exploitation. It con-sists of a nearly complete absence of privacy, education, nurture, and security (Lusk, 1988) . Ironically, as reported by Rizzini and Lusk (1995) , the greatest safety concern for street children is the threat of violence and brutality from police; those presumed to be responsible for their safety are their major antagonists.
In both developing and industrial nations, street children disproportionately report a history of abuse. One-third of the Juárez street children stated that their parents or relatives had physically abused them. Beatings, in most cases, were reported to continue regularly (Lusk et al., 1989) .
Street children in Ciudad Juárez share many similarities with their counterparts in other Latin American countries. They are disproportionately male, tend to come from poor homes, are on the streets primarily to earn an income, are most likely to be truant, come from large families, and report a history of physical abuse. Street girls are more likely than boys to be found working in conjunction with a street family or are retained in the home environment employed in domestic endeavors (Lusk, 1992; Lusk et al., 1989) . In Ciudad Juárez, from a study of 103 children interviewed on the streets, 44 of the (street) children lived with two-parent families, 20 lived with their mother, and the remaining 39 lived with relatives, other kids or on the streets. Only 5 percent lived on the streets on a full-time basis and had severed contact with their family. Of those who had retained contact with their families, 15 percent spent most nights on the street (Lusk et al., 1989) . Street children in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico differ from their Latin American counterparts in that they are in close contact with the US. Many of these children work on or near the international bridges which exposes them to the people, authorities, laws, and cultures of both countries.
The purpose of this study was to observe behaviors of street children in Ciudad Juárez in an effort to gain a better understanding of their condition. This study sought to bring the words and perceptions of street children, and those who work with the children, into a forum which sheds light on the factors which affect these children as they live and work on the streets.
Methodology and setting
This is a limited ethnographic study conducted in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. Data were collected by recording behaviors, activities, conversations, interviews, and characteristics of the physical environment, and encompassed approximately 130 hours of fieldwork time over a four-month period. The observations and interviews took place at a park (Parque de León) frequented by a group of children who lived and worked in the streets. The core group consisted of approximately 15 children. Additionally, observations of and interviews with street children took place on one international bridge (Paso del Norte bridge) and the main avenue (Avenida Juárez) which included a fluctuating population of upwards of 50 children. Additional informants included social workers from a program working with street children (MESE, Minors in Extraordinary Situation) which provides outreach services consisting of health, counseling, and educational assistance for them.
Results

Trust among street children
The data derived from this study indicate that the children of the street develop some degree of trust among each other. The children of the street from the Parque de León exhibited trust among themselves which included the sharing of items, engaging in play and conversation, and maintaining a cohesive group. During the observation period, the children of the street shared clothes, food, balls and pins used for juggling, and a bicycle. The children of the street were also observed to engage in play with each other, including soccer, basketball, and wrestling. The children of the street from Parque de León, also maintained a cohesive group as noted by the consistent membership of the group from week to week.
This finding suggests that the children of the street from the Parque de León developed a level of trust among themselves in order to develop a family-type unit which served to protect them from aversive elements within the environment. They turn to each other as their sole support system. Without each other, they are left alone in the streets. It is suggested that without some degree of trust among the members of the group, the group itself would not survive.
Many of the children in the street come to the street with family members. The family members noted in this study included mothers, fathers, brothers, and sisters. The children in the street also associated with friends from their own neighborhoods. The data also indicate that the children stayed close to those they trusted regardless of association by family or neighborhood.
These findings indicate that children in the street maintain associations with those they trust. Some children stay exclusively with friends or family members, while others will develop friendships within the street environment. The researcher attributes these findings to the need for children in the street to integrate with other street children for purposes of protection and friendship.
Trust, aggression and hostility between street children and gangs
The children of the street from Parque de León formed a pandillita (little gang) to protect themselves from the hostility and aggression of other gangs. The history of hostility and aggression included two shootings, one resulting in death, between children of the street and rival gangs. The data indicate that the children of the street are distrustful of other gangs based on this history.
These findings are attributed to the establishment of organized gangs which control certain sectors of the city. During the course of this study, there was a large, organized gang which controlled the center part of the city and preyed on younger street children, such as those from the Parque de León. The children of the street from Parque de León have in the past been targets of hostility and aggression by this organized gang. This suggests that these children are not only distrustful of the other gangs, but are also confined to the Parque de León area. If these children, identified as members of the pandillita from Parque de León, are found in a sector controlled by rival gangs, then they are subject to hostility and aggression.
Children in the street are subject to hostility and aggression from gang members (cholos) in the form of robbery (being directly assaulted) or theft (having property stolen). This finding suggests that the children in the street are distrustful of gang members based on a history of hostility and aggression towards them, and that children in the street need to protect themelves from these elements. They protect themselves by forming groups with those whom they trust (such as children from their own neighborhood), and by not bringing valuable property onto the streets.
Trust, aggression, and hostility between street children and police It was stated throughout the study by the MESE social workers that the children of the street are distrustful of police based on their rude and aggressive behavior. The data indicate that being treated in a rude and aggressive manner leaves the street children feeling con coraje (anger) towards the police. Another factor to consider about why the children of the street are distrustful of police includes the types of illegal activities in which the children are involved. They are involved in theft, robbery, prostitution, and drugs. Thus the children of the street may be distrustful of police because they are afraid of being caught for participating in illegal activities.
This study was able to identify four types of authority figures considered 'police' by the children in the street on the Paso del Norte bridge. These authority figures were the Policia Municipal (Juárez Municipal Police), Guardias Privadas (private guards who work on the international bridge), US immigration officers, and US merchant security guards. The children in the street considered these authority figures to be hostile and aggressive towards them. This finding is attributed to the manner in which these authority figures interacted with the children in the street. The children in the street associated these authority figures with arrest, confiscation of personal items (such as accordions, spray bottles and squeegee brushes, and items being sold), and in one case extortion of money. This suggests that the children in the street are distrustful of authority figures whom they consider to be police. The data also suggest that the authority figures perceive the street children to be thieves and trouble-makers. The following statement was made by an official from the Guardias Privadas on the Paso del Norte bridge.
They [referring to the street children and adult vendors and beggars on the Paso del Norte bridge] cause trouble because they go up to cars to clean the windshields and they steal things from inside the cars. The drivers cannot catch the children because they cannot abandon their cars. Also, they ask for favors, for example, they get in the back of pick-up trucks to carry them up onto the bridge. They drink and are drunk on the bridge. So, we collaborate with the officials from the United States to keep the bridge clean. They walk in between cars begging in front of and behind cars. There could be an accident.
The following statement about an encounter with police was made by a child in the street who worked washing windshields on Avenida Juárez.
Two weeks ago they [Municipal Police] grabbed me and took me to jail. I was washing windows here [indicating Avenida Juárez] and the police grabbed me. They told me that washing windows is a crime. They took me to jail and they detained me there for one hour. They took me by myself and put me in jail. There were a lot of people in the jail. They were adults. I was very scared. It made me very nervous. After an hour they let me go. I did not have to pay a fine, but you can pay and they will let you leave earlier. If you pay they will not take you to jail.
Trust, aggression, and hostility between the general public and street children
Children in the street are subject to hostility and aggression from the general public. In this study the term general public referred to the pedestrians and motorists whom the street children attempted to sell items to, provide a service to, or beg money from. The data indicate that street children are frequently yelled at or physically assaulted when attempting to sell to, provide a service to, or beg from the general public. This suggests that children in the street are distrustful of the general public based on a history of hostility and aggression.
The researcher attributed hostility and aggression towards street children to the conditions under which the general public were encountered. Children who work in the street, whether they be 'of' or 'in' the street, have to interact with the public in order to earn an income. The most common areas for public solicitation are busy intersections and the international bridges. The data indicate that street children come to these areas during times when there is heavy vehicle or pedestrian traffic. During such times, travelers between the international cities can be held up in traffic or on the bridges for up to an hour or more. It can be suggested that this, along with the sheer number of street children, leads to impatience. When the street children come around to beg or sell, they are in the position to take the brunt of these tensions in the form of hostile remarks or physical assaults.
Street children develop an ability to deal with public hostility by incorporating el aguante (bearing it) in their defense strategies. For example, during interviews, several indicated that they needed to aguantar (bear) the insults or physical abuse. Although the situation affects them emotionally, they realize that the hostility is something that they have to deal with and accept. In an interview, an adolescent who had been working on the bridge since he was a little boy stated that he was not bothered by remarks made by the general public.
The following was a statement made by a child in the street who had worked on the international bridge for only three weeks. He had not yet developed the strategy to bear the situation by removing himself personally from the hostility. They [the general public] say bad things like for me to get out of here. It makes me feel bad. It makes me feel like garbage. Like I'm not worth anything. My family sends me to work because we need money. When I first come to the bridge in the afternoon I feel fine, but when they yell at me I feel very bad. It bothers me but I have to bear [aguantar] it.
Conventional and unconventional families
Children of the street are classified as such because they have severed contact with their conventional families and spend most of their time in the streets. The majority of children from the Parque de León were classified by the MESE social workers as children of the street. The data indicate that the children of the street from Parque de León formed an unconventional family of their own to replace the families they had left behind. This group of approximately 15 children lived together in a common home (abandoned building), worked together, played together, shared possessions, and maintained a cohesive family membership. The data also indicate that the unconventional family was led by a paternal or older brother figure. The leader of the unconventional family looked after the well-being of the others, made decisions for the group, and helped resolve conflicts. The unconventional family serves to protect the children from aversive elements in the streets, to assist the children in meeting their basic physical needs, and to provide emotional support in the form of friendship and companionship. Without the support from the unconventional family, these children would have to fend for themselves on the streets alone.
Conversely, the influence of the street environment has an effect on the stability of the conventional family. Children in the street differ in that they live with a conventional family unit and are under some adult care. The data from this study indicate that the children in the street (whether sent to work by family members or going to the streets voluntarily) go to the street to help make money for their families. This suggests that the money the children earn is necessary for the survival of the family and that the children are an important element in the continuance of the conventional family. Although these children work to help support the family, the data suggest that many of these children come from homes where there is some form of abuse or neglect. This suggests that many of these children are inadequately cared for. The data further indicate that many of these children come from homes where there is drug and/or alcohol abuse. In some cases, family members are sending the children to work in the street to earn money to support these addictions.
The influence of the street environment has an effect on the stability of the conventional family. The longer children work in the street, the more difficult it is for the families to maintain authority over them. The researcher attributes this to the children's integration into an unconventional family in the street. Aptekar (1988 Aptekar ( , 1994 and Visano (1990) defined the process of moving from home to the street in stages beginning with a slow but progressive amount of time away from home until there was a full matriculation to the street life and culture.
Drug use and street children
The use of drugs, such as marijuana and inhalants, is common among children of the street. During the observation sessions, the use of drugs among children of the street was observed on numerous occasions. Conversely, although it is known to occur, the use of drugs by children in the street was not observed. This finding is attributed to the living conditions of these two groups of street children. Children of the street are not supervised by adults and are therefore not monitored for behaviors which fall outside the expected norms of the conventional family. Children in the street return to their conventional families, and are therefore under the supervision of an adult and the expected norms of the home. This finding also suggests that the use of drugs among children of the street is a factor relating either to why they are in the street in the first place, or to why they continue a life in the street considering that drugs are plentiful and drug use is unrestricted.
Conclusion
The findings of this study indicate that there are varying levels of distrust, hostility, and aggression between street children and gangs, police and the general public. The educational implication of these findings includes the need to develop programs which address these issues.
With regard to distrust, hostility, and aggression between street children and gangs, programs need to be developed to help protect street children against gangs. These programs should include a component which attempts to persuade street children not to join gangs and to provide protection for those who are threatened by gangs. Protection could be in the form of safe places. Safe places can be community establishments, including stores or other public locations, where the staff has been trained to help the children. Safe places need to be accessible to street children during the day and night.
With regard to distrust, hostility, and aggression between street children and police, educational programs could be implemented to train police how to be more understanding and respectful of street children. The police perceive the street children as thieves and trouble-makers. Although there are street children who commit crimes and cause trouble, this is not an accurate depiction of the street children population as a whole.
It is also suggested that US citizens should be made aware that their tax dollars are being spent to commit aggressive acts towards street children, such as confiscating property. Advocacy groups have not taken action against aggression inflicted upon street children by US authorities. Advocacy groups need to be made aware of these aggressive acts and respond by becoming a voice for better treatment of street children.
Aggression inflicted upon street children by the police, including the US authorities, should be documented in order to facilitate policies for more humane treatment of street children, both in Mexico and on the international bridges. Further, children who work on the bridges should be organized into co-operatives with a set of agreements between the children and the authorities of Mexico and the US. These agreements could include a statement of the children's right to work on the bridges, as well as a code of appropriate behaviors for the street children and the authorities.
With regard to distrust, hostility, and aggression between street children and the general public, educational awareness campaigns could be implemented to raise public understanding of the condition of street children. Considering that hostility and aggression are inflicted upon street children by pedestrians and motorists from Mexico and the US, these campaigns should be broadcast in both countries.
Also, street children can be very persistent in their strategies for selling items, providing a service, or begging. Educational programs could be developed which would teach these children incomegenerating strategies that are less likely to evoke a hostile or aggressive response from the general public.
